
 1 

Conference Program 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 2 

Table of Contents 
 

Agenda…………………………………………………..….…..……….…3-4 

Speaker Bios……………………………………….…....………..….….5-12 

Clean Energy Awardees………………………….……….…...…...12-15 

NW Energy Coalition Members…………………….…….……...16-17 

Sponsors…………………………………………………….…….………..18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to the Clean & Affordable Energy Conference 
 
We’re happy to be together again for the first time since 2019. One of the most 
important functions the NW Energy Coalition performs is bringing together 
citizens, businesses, utilities, advocacy organizations, and policymakers to 
discuss issues that affect our shared energy future. 

 
We know from past experience that what’s said here today can and probably will help shape policy 
and programs. So, I hope you’ll contribute to the conversation, learn from the experts on the panels, 
and enjoy the company of others who share your commitment to a clean, equitable, and affordable 
energy future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Executive Director 
NW Energy Coalition 
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Agenda 
 

8:00am – 9:00am: Registration, Breakfast, Networking 
 

9:00am – 9:10am: Welcome – Nancy Hirsh, Executive Director, NW Energy Coalition 
 

9:10am – 10:25am: Panel 1 - Energy efficiency and distributed energy resources for vulnerable 
populations 
Northwest communities are facing economic challenges and rising utility costs that are 
increasing energy burdens, especially for the most vulnerable. Targeted deployment of energy 
efficiency and distributed energy resources (DERs), such as rooftop solar or battery storage, 
can create a more equitable and affordable energy system. How can we use energy efficiency 
and DERs to not only meet peoples’ energy needs, but also create healthier, more affordable, 
and more comfortable homes? Can clean electricity planning and programs be more targeted 
to help utilities, regulators, and policymakers prioritize energy efficiency and DERs for 
overburdened and vulnerable communities? 
Moderator: Charlee Thompson, Policy Associate, NW Energy Coalition 

• Linda Garcia, Policy and Outreach Director, Washington State Community Action Partnership 
• Veena Prasad, Program Director, Spark Northwest 
• Sam Baraso, Program Manager, Portland Clean Energy Fund 
• Sarah Hall, Resources and Program Development Manager, Oregon Public Utility 

Commission 
 

10:25am – 10:55am:  Networking break 
 
10:55am – 12:10pm: Panel 2 - Modernizing the Bonneville Power Administration 

As the owner of the majority of the Northwest’s transmission and marketer of the federal hydropower 
network, BPA’s policies and actions impact every aspect of our electric system. The electric system is 
rapidly changing, and we must restore salmon populations and advance decarbonization while 
modernizing the energy system to be more equitable and affordable. How can we ensure that BPA’s 
new 20-year contracts with its customer utilities and its investments in transmission and energy 
efficiency more effectively position the region for the future? 
Moderator: Lauren McCloy, Policy Director, NW Energy Coalition 

• Nicole Hughes, Executive Director, Renewable Northwest 
• Les Purce, Council Member, Northwest Power and Conservation Council  
• Emeka Anyanwu, Energy Innovation and Resources Officer, Seattle City Light 
• Aja DeCoteau, Executive Director, Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission 

 

12:10pm – 1:20pm: Lunch 
 
1:20pm – 1:50pm: Community Cohort Roundtable 
The Community Cohort is a group of individuals from across Oregon with a shared interest in learning 
about energy and ways to advocate before the Oregon Public Utility Commission (PUC). Some of 
these cohort members have been involved since the Oregon Green New Deal Listening sessions in 
2020 that ultimately created the Oregon Clean Energy Opportunity campaign which helped to 
advance HB 2021, HB 2475, and HB 2842. The group has met regularly over the past year to share 
ways to be more involved in PUC processes, understand regulatory and technical language of utility 
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planning documents, and how to give meaningful public comments, among other activities. In the 
Roundtable discussion, a few group-members will reflect on their experiences simultaneously 
building a sense of community among members and capacity to engage with energy issues in Oregon.  
Moderator: Alma Pinto, Energy Justice Policy Associate, NW Energy Coalition 

• Alessandra de la Torre, Policy Associate, NW Energy Coalition 
• Nikita Daryanani, Climate & Energy Policy Manager, Coalition of Communities of Color 
• Maria Dolores, Community Organizer, Adelante Mujeres 
• Alec Perrone, Community Cohort Member 
• Martha G Herman, Spanish Translator 

 
1:50pm – 2:10pm: Keynote speaker – Senator Kate Lieber, Oregon Senate Majority Leader 
 
2:10pm – 2:40pm: Networking break 

 
2:40pm – 3:20pm: Keynote speaker – Rich Glick, Principal, GQ New Energy Strategies 
 
3:20pm – 3:40pm: Networking break 
 

3:40pm – 4:55pm: Panel 3 - Rethinking utility planning for equity and affordability 
For decades, utilities have developed comprehensive plans attempting to provide reliable and 
affordable energy for customers. However, outcomes have not always been equitable or affordable for 
vulnerable and frontline communities. Our energy system is rapidly and dramatically changing, and 
status quo planning will not effectively deliver tangible benefits to highly impacted communities without 
changes to how stakeholders participate, how we determine cost parameters, and the metrics utilities 
use to determine benefits and resource needs. How have planning expectations changed in our 
region? What best practices are we seeing to effectively increase participation of highly impacted 
communities, and to develop tangible community benefit indicators?  
Moderator: Diego Rivas, Regulatory Counsel, NW Energy Coalition 

• Heather Moline, Section Manager of Energy Planning, Washington Utilities and Transportation 
Commission 

• Yasmin Abraham, President and Co-Founder, Kambo Energy Group   
• Mariel Thuraisingham, Clean Energy Policy Lead, Front and Centered 
• Jenn Latu, Manager of Community Engagement, Portland General Electric 

5:00pm – 7:00pm: Clean Energy Awards Reception 
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Panel 1: Energy efficiency and distributed energy resources for vulnerable 
populations 

 
Charlee Thompson (she/her), NW Energy Coalition 
Charlee joined the Coalition as a Policy Associate in June 2022. She is 
passionate about using science and policy to have a meaningful impact on 
the environment and underserved communities. She has worked for 
electric utilities and energy and clean mobility nonprofits performing data 
analysis, research, and advocacy. Charlee hopes to dedicate her career 
towards the clean energy transition and climate change mitigation in the 

Pacific Northwest. She has an M.P.A. in Environmental Policy & Management from the University of 
Washington and a B.S. in Civil Engineering from the University of Illinois. In her free time, she enjoys 
weightlifting, running, hiking, writing, and new experiences! 
 
 

Linda Garcia (she/her), Washington State Community Action Partnership 
Linda Garcia is a passionate and dedicated advocate for underrepresented 
populations and has demonstrated her steadfast commitment to social 
equity through her persistent work in affordable housing, poverty alleviation, 
and environmental justice. As the Policy and Outreach Director at the 
Washington State Community Action Partnership, she continues to work 
tirelessly to advance equitable policies that serve to strengthen families in 
communities with limited resources. As the North American recipient of the 
prestigious 2019 Goldman Environmental Prize, Linda continues to use her 

voice and platform to raise awareness of the global connections between human rights, social 
justice, and the critical need for systemic change. She welcomes all opportunities to be a catalyst 
for substantive policy reform in the field of equitable social justice.  
 
 

Veena Prasad (she/her), Spark Northwest 
Veena Prasad is the Program Director at Spark Northwest, a nonprofit 
organization that partners with rural, Indigenous and low-wealth 
communities to build an equitable clean energy future. As Program Director, 
one of Veena’s priorities is to advocate for and include deep community 
engagement strategies in program design and implementation. She joined 
Spark Northwest in 2022 inspired by the opportunity to work at the 
intersection of equity and renewable energy, crucial ingredients in the race to 
decarbonize our society. Veena has a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Electrical Engineering from Purdue University and a Master in Business Administration degree from 
University of Washington Foster School of Business.  Veena grew up in India and has called Seattle 
home since 2007.  
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Sam Baraso (he/him), Portland Clean Energy Fund 
Sam Baraso has led the Portland Clean Energy Community Benefits Fund 
program, affectionately known as PCEF locally, since its resounding approval 
by 65% of Portland voters in November 2018. PCEF invests over $150 million 
annually in community-led and community-driven projects focused on clean 
energy, transportation decarbonization, green job training, and green 
infrastructure. Sam is a maestro of community and government collaboration. 
He works to bring together a diverse ensemble of stakeholders towards a 
shared vision for climate justice in Portland. Prior to his role at the City, Sam 
served as a senior policy advisor in Multnomah County’s Office of 

Sustainability. Sam holds a master’s degree in environmental management from Duke University 
and an undergraduate in finance from Washington University in St. Louis.  

 
 

Sarah Hall (she/her), Oregon Public Utility Commission 
Sarah Hall is Resources and Program Development Manager at the 
Oregon Public Utility Commission, within the Energy Resources and 
Planning Division. She manages and leads the team implementing energy 
efficiency, demand response and flexible load, transportation 
electrification, distribution system planning, community solar, and other 
customer offerings by Energy Trust of Oregon and investor-owned 

utilities. Previously she worked at Sustainable Northwest, a regional conservation nonprofit, where 
she served as Chief Operating & Financial Officer. Sarah held strategic management positions at 
Wells Fargo, where she formed the first corporate sustainability function for the wholesale bank.  
Earlier she directed the documentary film ‘Restoring a Treasure: The Upper Klamath Basin.’ She’s 
also a native Oregonian and holds a BA from Brown University, Phi Beta Kappa. 

 
 

Panel 2: Modernizing the Bonneville Power Administration 
 

Lauren McCloy (she/her), NW Energy Coalition 
Lauren McCloy joined the NW Energy Coalition as Policy Director in 2021. 
Previously, Lauren worked as Senior Policy Advisor to Governor Jay Inslee, 
Washington State, where she led and managed a broad range of issues in 
support of the Governor’s energy agenda. Prior to serving in that role, 
Lauren was the Legislative Director for the Washington Utilities and 
Transportation Commission (UTC), where she was the commission’s 
liaison to the state Legislature and the Governor’s office and was 

responsible for developing and coordinating the UTC’s legislative activities. Lauren has a B.A. from 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and an M.S. in International Development from Tulane 
University Law School.  
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Nicole Hughes, Renewable Northwest 
Nicole Hughes, Executive Director of Renewable NW has over 20 years of 
experience in the renewable energy industry; including work in project 
development, construction, finance, permitting and policy for utility-scale wind 
and solar. Previously, she worked at AWS Truepower, HDR, Element Power, 
RES Americas, Tetra Tech, and The Bonneville Power Administration. Through 
her diverse background in the industry, Nicole has learned the importance of 
relationship and coalition building among diverse stakeholders to move the 
region towards a clean energy future. Nicole has served in a variety of board and 
volunteer positions advocating for support for individuals with disabilities, 

environmental conservation, and energy issues. 
 
 

Les Purce, Northwest Power and Conservation Council 
Dr. Purce served as president of The Evergreen State College from 2000 to 
2015. Prior to that, he served as vice president of extended university affairs 
and dean of extended academic programs at Washington State University in 
Pullman, Washington. In the private sector, Purce worked as the chief 
operating officer of Power Engineering, Inc. based in Hailey, Idaho.  
 
Before his extensive career in academia, Dr. Purce was active in the political 

arena. While in his late twenties, Purce was elected to the Pocatello City Council in 1973 and in 
1976 he became Pocatello’s first black mayor. He has also held several appointments on boards 
and councils, most recently as co-chair of the Southern Resident Orca Task Force. Dr. Purce and his 
wife, Jane Sherman, live in Olympia, Washington. They have three adult daughters Deborah, Sarah, 
and Miriam. 
 
 

Emeka Anyanwu (he/him), Seattle City Light 
Emeka has been with Seattle City Light since March 2018 and leads the 
utility’s business unit responsible for work in innovation strategy, 
transportation and building electrification, grid modernization, 
implementation of strategic grid technologies, and the utility’s IT and OT 
technology strategy, and cybersecurity functions. He is also responsible for 
overseeing regional affairs and trade organization engagements, power 
resource management functions, and the power marketing operations of the 

utility, including acquiring wholesale power, transmission, and other related services to meet the 
utility's short and long-term demand. The team’s work drives Seattle City Light’s strategic execution 
to meet the Utility’s current and future customer and community needs and expectations in the new 
energy marketplace. Emeka has been in the industry for over 2 decades, marking 5 years with 
Seattle in March 2023, after having previously been at Kansas City Power & Light Company (now 
Evergy) for 16 years.  
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Aja DeCoteau, Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission 
Aja DeCoteau is a citizen of the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the 
Yakama Nation and has other tribal lineage with the Cayuse, Nez Perce 
and Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians. She has over twenty 
years of experience working on natural resource management and 
policy issues in the Columbia River Basin. Prior to serving as the 
Executive Director, she was CRITFC’s Watershed Department Manager 

where she coordinated fisheries restoration and watershed protection activities and researched 
climate change response on behalf of the Yakama, Nez Perce, Umatilla, and Warm Springs tribes. 
 
 

Community Cohort Roundtable Discussion 
 
 

Alma Pinto (she/her), NW Energy Coalition 
Alma joined the Coalition in July 2023 as an Energy Justice Policy Associate. 
Prior to her role at the coalition, she worked at Community Energy Project, 
where she advocated for frontline communities at the Oregon state 
legislature, local government, and Oregon Public Utility Commission spaces 
to advance energy justice, climate justice, and housing equity. She also 
interned with Energy Trust of Oregon and the Metro Regional Government, and 

spent three years doing community organizing and research for a bi-national non-profit in South 
Texas dedicated to environmental justice. Alma holds a BS in Energy and Sustainability Policy from 
Penn State, and is passionate about equitable climate solutions and working towards a just and 
clean energy transition. 
 
 

Alessandra de la Torre (she/her/ella), NW Energy Coalition 
Alessandra joined the coalition in November 2023 as a policy 
associate after working with Rogue Climate advocating for energy 
justice and for community resilience. Over the past six years, she 
has led campaigns, organizing, and implementation in the Oregon 
Public Utility Commission, in the Oregon State Legislature, and in 
communities across Oregon. She previously served on Oregon’s 
Wildfire Programs Advisory Council as the environmental justice 

representative and has a B.S. in Sociology from Southern Oregon University. If there’s flowers 
around, Alessandra is smelling and admiring them. One of her favorites are dahlias. You can 
also find her hanging out with her dog, dancing and making fun memories with loved ones in 
the Rogue Valley, SF Bay Area, Mexico, and beyond. 
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Maria Dolores Torres (she/her/ella), Adelante Mujeres 
Soy Madre de tres jovenes todos ya casados. Me gusta involucrarme en las 
mejoras de mi comunidad y también  soy de la comunidad. Estudie en mi pais 
una carrera media superior y ahora resido en Oregon por los ultimos casi 30 
años. Trabajo con la comunidad desde la educación y soy Organizadora 
comunitaria con la Organización de Adelante Mujeres.  Disfruto y amo ser 
puente de coneccion entre los recursos y mi comunidad. 
 

I am a mother of three young people, all already married. I like to involve myself in the improvements 
of my community and I am also from the community. I earned an upper secondary degree in my 
country and I have resided in Oregon for nearly 30 years. I work with the community through 
education and I am a community organizer with Adelante Mujeres. I enjoy and love being a bridge 
between resources and my community.  

 
 

 
Alec Perrone (he/him), Community Cohort Member 

Alec is a landscaper, musician, and enthusiastic member of the 100% Clean 
Energy For All Cohort. He resides in Medford, Oregon. Impacted by his early 
experiences with damaged ecosystems, Alec advocates for the preservation 
of watersheds and old-growth forests. He also promotes rural, community-
based energy projects. He graduated from Southern Oregon University in 
2020, and then jumped straight into energy justice and community 

campaigns with organizations such as Rogue Climate, 1000 Friends of Oregon, and Oregon Just 
Transition Alliance to name a few. Alec also volunteers by writing small grants for several local 
organizations. You can find him online at @alec.i0.  

 
 

Nikita Daryanani (she/her), Coalition of Communities of Color 
Nikita grew up in Irvine, California and received her Bachelor’s degree in 
Environmental Policy Analysis and Planning from UC Davis. After 
graduating, she spent two years working alongside low-income, 
communities of color in California’s San Joaquin Valley where she 
coordinated community-led advocacy efforts around transportation 
equity, air quality, agroecology, and land use planning. She received her 
Master of Development Practice from UC Berkeley, where her academic 

research focused on community-driven approaches to development and international 
environmental policy. At CCC, Nikita helps lead statewide advocacy for energy justice and supports 
collaborative partnerships between local government and community leaders to advance climate 
solutions that center the needs and priorities of frontline communities. You can contact her at 
nikita@coalitioncommunitiescolor.org.  
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Martha G Herman (she/her), UMC, Inc 
I have resided in the PNW for over a decade and for me, this is home. 
Passionate about community empowerment, social justice, and language 
access. Working in the Construction Industry for over two years and being part 
of the Community Cohort at NWEC for the last year has broadened my 
perspective on energy justice and sparked a new interest in me. 
 

 

Keynote speakers 
 

Senator Kate Lieber (she/her), Oregon State Senate 
Senate Majority Leader Kate Lieber represents Senate District 14, 
which includes Beaverton and SW Portland. Senator Lieber is a mother 
of two, a breast cancer survivor, a former community college 
instructor, and an attorney. As a State Senator and the Senate Majority 
Leader, she continues to work to ensure the state government is 
solving the most pressing problems facing Oregonians, from the 
homelessness crisis and community safety to wildfires and rising 
prices.  
 

 
Rich Glick, GQ New Energy Strategies 
Rich is a Principal with GQ New Energy Strategies – a consulting firm he 
co-founded with Pamela Quinlan.  He recently completed a five-year 
term as a Commissioner with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) where he chaired the Commission for two years. As 
Chairman, Rich initiated several key initiatives, including proposals to 
reform the planning and cost allocation process for electric 
transmission; expedite and enhance the generator interconnection 
process; improve the operation of organized electric capacity markets; 
and protect the reliability of the electric grid against weather-related, 
cybersecurity, and physical attack threats.    

 
Panel 3: Rethinking utility planning for equity and affordability 

 
Diego Rivas (he/him), NW Energy Coalition 
Diego joined the Coalition in 2010 as a policy associate working on 
energy efficiency matters in Montana. Later, as senior policy associate, 
he led Coalition advocacy of clean and affordable energy policy in 
Montana and Idaho. Now, as regulatory counsel, he oversees Coalition 
involvement in utility proceedings and represents the Coalition in 
Public Utility Commission dockets. Diego has a B.S. in political science 
from the University of Georgia (go Dawgs!) and a J.D. from Mitchell 

Hamline School of Law in St. Paul, MN (go law students!) He is an avid sports fan, especially 
soccer (c’mon you gunners!) and baseball (go bravos!). He spends his free time with his 
family in Montana’s great outdoors hiking, camping, boating, hunting, fishing, and playing or 
watching his kids play organized sports. 
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Heather Moline (she/her), Washington Utilities and Transportation 
Commission 
Heather Moline is Section Manager of Energy Planning at the Washington 
Utilities and Transportation Commission. Prior, she was NW Energy 
Coalition’s Energy & Environmental Justice Policy Associate. Outside of work 
she enjoys supporting local and international movements for justice and 
resilience, such as the international eco-municipality movement 
(Ecomuna/Sustainable Sweden). In her spare time, she can be found bike 
commuting, playing with her dog Jason Momoa, or dragging others to various 

ethnic dance events, especially West African, Latin, and Irish. 
 
 

Yasmin Abraham, Kambo Energy Group 
Yasmin is President and Co-Founder of Kambo Energy Group, a social 
enterprise that reduces energy poverty and improves housing in 
communities that have historically been underprioritized across the 
pacific northwest. For over 14 years Kambo has supported 
communities through its three flagship programs: Empower Me, an 
education and awareness program to support environmental justice 
communities; the Home Upgrades Program, a deep energy retrofit 
program to reduce energy poverty, and Community Power which works 

with Tribal and First Nations to take action on housing.  
Yasmin is a leading expert in equity-based energy and climate programming, working with 
governments and utilities across North America to design and deliver inclusive solutions.  
 

Mariel Thuraisingham (she/her), Clean Energy Policy Lead, Front and 
Centered 
Mariel is an environmental law and policy specialist leading Front and 
Centered’s commitment to advancing the clean energy interests of 
frontline communities in Washington that are historically 
disproportionately harmed by climate change. After completing her law 
degree she worked on justice sector strengthening and rule of law in 
Central America, Central and Southeast Asia, Eastern Europe, and 

West Africa, where she observed the important interplay of communities, institutions and 
infrastructure in supporting resilient and equitable socioeconomic systems. Through 
coalition-building, outreach and advocacy, Mariel works at the intersection between 
progressive policies and their translation into an effective and enforceable legal and 
regulatory framework for environmental justice, climate change mitigation, and sustainable 
living. She enjoys gardening.  
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Jenn Latu, Portland General Electric 
Jenn Latu, the Manager of Community Engagement at Portland General 
Electric (PGE), has over a decade of utility experience and holds a master's in 
industrial-organizational psychology. Jenn's experience in people change 
management is foundational to her work. Throughout her PGE tenure, she's 
played various roles, including guiding individuals through change, internal 
consulting on outreach and engagement of environmental justice 
communities, and establishing PGE’s Community Benefits & Impacts 
Advisory Group (CBIAG). In her current capacity, Jenn oversees PGE’s 

CBIAG, manages outreach for PGE's Income Qualified Bill Discount Program, and provides 
expertise and consultation on community engagement and equity related initiatives.  

 

Emerging Clean Energy Leaders 
Recognizing the next generation of clean energy leaders 

 
Makenna Sellers (she/her), Montana Renewable Energy Association 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Makenna is the Executive Director of the Montana Renewable Energy Association. She previously 
worked for Northern Plains Resource Council, where among other successes she was largely 
responsible for the passage of Montana’s C-PACE legislation. Makenna is a strong voice within the 
clean energy community and uses that voice in support of good bills and against bad ones. 
 
 

 
Marli Klass, Oregon Department of Justice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marli is an Assistant Attorney General at the Oregon Department of Justice. Previously, she 
was the Energy and Environmental Justice Policy Associate for the NW Energy Coalition, 
where she worked to build the Oregon Community Cohort, a program to bring new voices 
into the world of advocacy in front of the Oregon Public Utility Commission. As a Palauan 
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woman, she has worked extensively within her community doing energy and environmental 
outreach.  
 

Wil Gehl, City of Boise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wil is the Energy Program Manager for the City of Boise. He previously served as the Executive 
Director of the Community Action Partnership Association of Idaho. Wil is known for his consistent 
and strong advocacy for clean energy and for affordability and efficiency programs that deliver real 
benefits to those in need. He brings strong analysis and excellent diplomacy to all of his work. 
 

Headwaters Award 
 

Todd True 
 

For always going above and beyond to create a clean, equitable, and affordable energy future 

 

 
 

The Headwaters Award honors achievement and leadership by a person who is directly involved in 
NWEC and who excels in advancing our collective goals and mission. And by Headwaters, we are of 
course talking about the headwaters of the Columbia River in Columbia Lake in British Columbia – at 
an elevation of 2,690 ft above sea level.  
 

Todd is a senior attorney at Earthjustice’s Northwest regional office in Seattle and was one of two 
attorneys who opened the office in 1987. Todd is a champion for salmon recovery. Over the past 
20+ years he has taken the time to learn about and understand energy system operations and how 
the hydropower system works. He has led long, arduous and successful litigation to avoid species 
extinction and recover healthy and abundant salmon populations. 
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Doug Still Memorial Community Organizing Award 
 

Front and Centered 
 

For exceptional work mobilizing the community to create a clean, equitable, and affordable 
energy future 

 

 
 
Doug Still was a founder of the Coalition and a community organizer for over 60 years. This award 
honors individuals or organizations for their commitment to directly engaging citizens in taking action 
for a clean, affordable, and equitable energy future.  
 
Front and Centered is a diverse and powerful coalition of communities of color-led groups across 
Washington State, whose missions and work come together at the intersection of equity, 
environmental and climate justice. Together, and with key partners the coalition actively works 
towards the vision for a Just Transition. Front and Centered practices equitable governance principles, 
guided by a Community Council which oversees Front and Centered’s portfolio of policy, programs, 
and capacity building efforts. 
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Bob Olsen Memorial Conservation Eagle Award 
 

Green Energy Institute (GEI) at Lewis and Clark Law School 
 

In recognition of your leadership to create a clean, equitable, and affordable energy future 
 

 
 

The Eagle is awarded annually to recognize individual or organizational leadership for a clean, 
affordable, and equitable energy future. Bob Olsen was a visionary leader within the public power utility 
community and NWEC, and one who pushed hard to advance energy efficiency as a means to delay new 
power generation before conservation and efficiency were established resources.  
 
The Green Energy Institute is known for developing smart and comprehensive legal and policy 
strategies to address climate change and support a swift and equitable transition to a sustainable, 
carbon-free energy grid. Coalition staff and the wider clean energy community have gained so much 
working with the GEI team over the past few years and  watching them dive deep into proceedings in 
front of the Oregon Public Utility Commission, as well as their work on advancing clean energy 
policies in the state. 
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NWEC Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Affiliated Tribes of Northwest 
Indians 

AirWorks 
Alternative Energy Resources 

Organization 
American Rivers 
Beneficial State Bank 
BFA Energy 
BlueGreen Alliance 
Bonneville Environmental 

Foundation 
Byrd Barr Place 
Cascadia Consulting Group 
City of Ashland 
City of Portland Bureau of 

Planning and 
Sustainability 

City of Seattle Office of 
Sustainability & 
Environment 

Clean Energy Transition 
Institute 

CleanTech Alliance 
Climate Smart Missoula 
Climate Solutions 
Coffman Engineers 
Community Action Center of 

Whitman County 
Community Action 
Partnership Association of 

Idaho 
Community Action 

Partnership of Oregon 
Community Energy Project 
Earth Ministry 
Ecumenical Ministries of 

Oregon 
eFormative Options 
Electrify Now 
Elevate Energy 
Energy 350 
Energy Trust of Oregon 
Environment Oregon 
 

Environment Washington 
FlexCharging 
Forth 
Gallatin Power 
Global Ocean Health 
Green Energy Institute at 

Lewis and Clark Law 
School 

Grid Forward 
Home Performance Guild 

of Oregon 
Homes for Good 
Human Resource Council 

District XI 
Idaho Conservation League 
Idaho Organization of 

Resource Councils 
Idaho Rivers United 
League of Women Voters 

of Idaho 
League of Women Voters 

of Oregon 
League of Women Voters 

of Washington 
Montana Audubon 
Montana Environmental 

Information Center 
Montana Renewable 

Energy Association 
Multnomah County Office 

of Sustainability 
National Center for 

Appropriate Technology 
Natural Resources Defense 

Council 
New Buildings Institute 
Northern Plains Resource 

Council 
Northwest Energy Efficiency 

Council 
NW EcoBuilding Guild 
Olympia Community Solar 
OneEnergy Renewables 
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Opportunity Council 
Oracle 
Oregon Citizens' Utility Board 
Oregon Energy Fund 
Oregon Environmental 

Council 
Oregon Physicians for Social 

Responsibility 
Oregon Solar + Storage 

Industries Association 
Pacific Energy Innovation 

Association 
Portland Energy Conservation 

Inc. 
Portland General Electric 
Puget Sound Cooperative 

Credit Union 
Renewable Hydrogen Alliance 
Renewable Northwest 
Save Our wild Salmon 
Seattle City Light 
Sierra Club 
Sierra Club Idaho Chapter 
Sierra Club Montana Chapter 
Sierra Club Washington 

Chapter 
Small Business Utility 

Advocates 
Snake River Alliance 
Snohomish County Public 

Utility District 
Solar Oregon 
Solar Washington 
South Central Community 

Action Partnership 
Southeast Idaho Community 

Action Agency 
Spark Northwest 
Spokane Neighborhood Action 

Partners 
Sustainable Connections 
The Climate Trust 
The Energy Project 
 
 

UCONS, Inc. 
UMC, Inc. 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
United Steelworkers of 

America, District 12 
Utilidata 
Washington Conservation 

Action 
Washington Physicians for 

Social Responsibility 
Washington Solar Energy 

Industries Association 
Washington State Community 

Action Partnership 
Washington State Department 

of Commerce 
Washington State University 

Energy Program 
Zero Waste Vashon 
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